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Don t Limit Iran In

M_..\-‘_, -

“tee’s.Tran inquiTy? apparently wilk focus:on/

+ the hostage crisisonly; but I think it:should |
_be-much broader’ 1t should: encompa,as our

)

nnreu,recent experience’ ‘with Iran, begin-:
gwith 1953, when the late shaly was-Te

" Stored to his thirohe with theassistance of
; the United States. The Iran trauma is the
pmduc: of ‘mistakés by several Presidents,
, hot just Jimmy Carter, and we need to un-

! derstand what they were; the better nok to_=

‘makethemagam L
*’And¢ we could: ‘make them again. Thﬂre
arg,_g;_)eas;' a] ha.lf—dozen‘amporfant coun-

‘tries in- thie world governed by authoritar-
ian regimes fnend!y to the United States:
What should the 11.S. do if Ferdinand Mar-
“cos gets. into tmuble-thh the people of the
thhppme-s" Or ‘President. Chon, with' the
South: Koreans?: There are other Somozas
in Latin America,”and other shahs in the
Middle East..The lessons of Iran will not:
necessarily apply exactly in- other places.
But without having looked at the Iran ex-
perience closely, we won't know the dxffer-
ences from the similarities. -

" We shouldn't repeat the mxstake we
made after the Vietham war. Congress and
the Executive Brarich were so anxious-to
avoid an “orgy of récrimination” that to.
this day no one bas conducted a searchmg
inquiry into the lessons of, Vietnam, Yet”
the trauma festers in the national subcon-
scious. It causes some Americans=includ?;
ing Jimmy Carter, Cyrus Vance and many’
liberals in Congress—to be afraid -to risk-
armed conflict-under almost any circum-;
stances.~ Other. - Americans-' were 50’
wounded by America’s defeat that. seem-’
‘ingly they can't wait for a chance to send
in the Marines in order to prove that we
can whup somebody. I suspect, if the Rea~
gan administration intervenes in E} Salva-
dor, it will be as much for that reason as
out of cool consideration of the pational in-
terest,. Alexander Haig. should have been
asked" at his confirmation hearings’ what’
lessons he draws from Vietnam, but he
wasn't. The Senate should correct that mis-
take with President Reagan's other na—
uona.l security appomtees i ke

- Now that Iran is.replacing Vietnam® as

the dominant [orexgn policy experience for-

i B et S S SR PR Y
The Senate- Forelo'n' Re!anon& Comm1
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[

most ' Americans, it's . important.. we “all’
really understandip b rbvledldiwma '

of the areas the Senate should delve into: " -
BRI 0O, E ARt N 1 R an

o VleWpomt

“¥The shah's regime and U.S. complicity -

in it.:Should the 1.SI"have depended on -
iran to guard our interésts.in the Persian .
Gult, as the Nixon Doctrine provided, or
should we have done the job ourselves?
Did our policy and the weapons we sold to.”
the shah make him a megalomaniac out of
touch with his own people? -What wes the
extent of corruption ,and torture in Irar,
md could we have done more to ston xt7
Y1 @ e e
118, intelligence cagabmtxes There

are: pemstent reports - that. the sha.h de-
manded, and ‘we agreed,:that the CIA
would conduct no domestic- operations |
within Iran, but would, depend on intelti-
gence provided by SAVAK. ‘Our dxplomats
reportedly- were under. similar 'orders-to
stay. away from the shals opposition:
Henry Kissinger and former CIA Director

(and .8, Ambassador in Tehran) Richard
Helms. deny there were any such restric-’

tHons, "but Carter administration officials

insist there were. As a result, they say, we |

failed to understand the depth of public.op-
position to the shah and couldn't even warn
him. Reportedly, we- stilt have" similar
-agreements with other shaky friends. I
think it would prove a resounding lessen of
Iran that too few of our diplomats abroad
are fluent in the.local language and that
too many lack contact with the local popu-

“'lation. For one of the hostages to complain

‘of brutality because _he was deprived of
“meals prepared by the ambassador’s chef
and had to eat Iranian food suggests that
our embassies. {like our Army) are exces-
‘swe]y staffed w1th support i rsonnel -".l _

g Pubhc understandmg Except ‘for the
McNeil-Lehrer program on PBS and, much
Jater, ABC's ''Nightline,”” American televi-
sion’ treated the Q;an ‘crisis either as a

-freak show, featuring self-flagellants and |

fist-wavers, of as a soap opera. It's not the

_Senate s busmess to mqmre why The net-

\

qun'y to the Hostage CI‘lSlS

" should demand that they do.

R

R e ) T ’

works should?gsk memseives The publlc :

7?<, ,..,,}‘7_-',_, o

* The shah’s fall.. Probably. r}e!ro--‘
spect, the U.S. should have given unann.t- !
ing political support-to the shah during his,:
days of maximum crisis. It seems clear,,
that. equivecation earned us no credit with.:
Khomeint. But: should we have encoufaged
“‘the shah to jail or kill his opponents. by the't
thousands, if necessary, to stay in power"-
. During the shah’s fina! days, ~President..

Carter sent Gen. Robert E, Huyser to Fmrr

Was it to foment a pro-4.S.. military cQup—
or prevent. one7 Vﬂnc’x should 1t have— '-
been? . : l
I'm contident that the Senate wﬂl\ lookv !
into such other questions as: Shou]? we"

have let the shah-into this country? Shounld'r,
we have negotiated when the hos aves;,
were seized,-or gone towar? How were the
hostages treated7 Did President Cart r'xe'
gotiate a good agreement, and should. we. *i
hve uptoit?. . . [ Y i
But those are the ob'nous questwn#D We- :
need a deeper inquiry into the Iran ex eri-i
ence. The purpose should not be tof dis+
cover “who lost Iran?” but * how to Favew
Saudi Arabia?"” ; 0 {

Mr. Kondracke is erecum,e eduqr o/( i
The New Republic magazme He will con=". |
mlumn on (r

tribute to the “Vzeu*pomz A

Te Jular bam. R
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jibe by ex-CIA head |

- By HUGH DAVIES in Washington '+ .~ -
"E'HE  Iranians . had and is in 'Ui]ited States arnclly i
. enjoyed .their 14 wareaouses. ran says it nee S|
months,of bargaining with the supplies to. help fight the
" ‘America, - Mr Richard War with IraqC 7, '

»- Mr Helms is the ﬁrstprorm
Helms,. the former Cra nent American to voice unease

director, said last mght. -amid the euphoria. in ‘Washing. |

Mr Helms,. who was Unpited tgp about the -hostage deal.
States = Ambassador to. Iram . g, is not expected -to- be ‘the
while " the Jlate Shah was in last.. Dr Kissinger, former Sec.
bowér, ;said;-- * Basically they retary - of - -State, -.has - said
:are . traders-. ‘and, ;ugm_akgrs: recently that .theﬁUni‘tedASta_tes,
and. they ha,v_g_v;en)oyey.hls. " bad no business to “bargain .in {

-“The/*fact ‘Temains. ‘fhat the the first place .with a - nation |
Tranian %government “has paid that had violated ‘international
no " . price . -for’ ‘holding’ ‘the law -by holding diplomadts cap-;
hostages .in:an ‘official act of tive. Y e e {
t'errorism.":;ll_:‘ has- set a bad . It was a--cardinal ‘principlé
.-~Precedentftcrmak.e ‘it.seem we of his rera- at the State Depart- ;’
are-an easy: fouch ;1. ment notv+to negotiates with |
- Mr. Helms | feared “that ‘the kidnappers’ lesta pracedent e |
‘Carter “Administration’s *hand. - set that was likely to eﬂCQUF-!
ling, of . the- -crisis was: “ not..age future terrorist acts against

-20ing ‘to help " .the' .work of. Americans; - BESRTR
other foreign: service. officers., _ M\’igel- P-re}‘;qu:he:n_t(.I f‘“"'ﬁv(‘i’“? b
: ) ast year Amerira had ondale. -has: - defended - the
rade P ST R e deended e |
lo.warm up-to-Iran * and “one - We've got some right' here o ||
-of ‘the: most difficult Hroblems put _these -hostages.” and their,
was’bsing passed. to the incom- Tamilies at a very-high prlpnty._.l

‘ing President. g :

) We wan't"‘h them home.h‘ 'W(;

. o v ahout Promised:.the Iranians :t atiif
" ;.. This was - what to do " about they’d let"these -hostages come’ |
“Iran, especially Lin. View  of home, we . would - unfreeze ||
Avatallah Khomeini’s Continued_ these funds, ... .- .- RNNNE
-anti-American Stance. ;7.0 - T .don’t think, ‘that is im-'-f
T Militar " parts - Proper at - all -under. the |
Mlhtdrx spare P.'".'.‘? .. - Circumstancés.” ., o
Mr Reagan, who has scorned . However, = several leading |
the Iranjan -leaders as. * kid. newspaper columnists in Wash-
nappers and barharians,” has tgo ington are already predicting !
make an early decision on the that once the excitement about |-
sending of -$400 million worth of the - - ‘situation i ?subs"des.j
spare military * parts* already” Americans- will find they have |
ordered and paid- for by Iran. ‘paid a high price .in terms of
The  equipment . was  em." prestige and strength in the
bargoed because of the hostages. world, - -: R O
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